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1. You know what you know – legislators do not know what you know

2. Talk to the proper legislator/chamber:
a. House Files (HF) or House Study Bills (HSB) come from House of 

Representatives
b. Senate Files (SF) or Senate Study Bills (SSB) come from Senate

3. Federal vs. State Legislation:
a. Federal legislation Iowans elected to congress - process happens 

in Washington DC 
b. State legislation Iowans elected to state legislature - process 

happens in Des Moines



Read bills/topics you understand
Identify & understand facts regarding bills/topic
Local/state/federal data
Local/state/federal position on topic
Definitions
Previously defined
Newly defined
Read sentence by sentence – key words
may vs. shall  OR  is vs. is not
Inclusion/consideration of necessary organizations



Bill previously introduced
Companion bill in other chamber
Single individual or group that introduced bill
Single party (majority vs. minority) or bi-partisan 
that introduced bill
Study bill (SSB or HSB) prior to senate file (SF) or 
house file (HF)
Fiscal note on bill



Same OR similar legislation passed in other states
Effectiveness
Evidence based policy

Some bills have multiple issues leading to complexity
Policy process takes time (some more than others) 
Small steps forward



Bill number 

Introduced by line

 Individual legislator

 Group of legislators 

 Committee

Basic introduction



Reference to Iowa Code

Section 272.2 is Iowa Board of 
Educational Examiners

New content - underlined

Page number

Line number

Explanation 
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